Minister’s Moment
Growing up Unitarian Universalist, I never knew
about the season of Advent. It wasn’t a part of my
religious upbringing or Holiday traditions. But
when I first learned about it in my mid-20s I was
instantly captivated and drawn to it, much more so
than the merriment and celebration even of Yule or
Christmas!

and our world. Most days I feel weighed down, sad,
and even despairing about the future. But then I
remember the story about a Prince of Peace, a baby
who came into the world in a lowly manger and
changed human history. A religious and political
radical who stood for everything that the Empire
did not: peace, justice, fairness, and equity. A leader
who turned the tables on the powers that be and
said, “Enough is enough, there is a better way!”

Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas (this
year it began on Nov. 26th)
and marks the beginning of
This is the Christmas story I
the Christian Liturgical
need this year. I need the
Calendar. The four-week
rebirth of all things and the
season of Advent invites us
restoration of peace on Earth.
into a rich spiritual practice
The stakes are high. We have
of waiting and preparation.
no time to lose. So why wait?
We literally plunge into the
Advent represents a peculiar
darkness, the place where all
paradox doesn’t it? Peace is
life begins. We go quiet and
already but not yet possible.
deep within ourselves to
We need it now and we still
prepare our hearts and our
have work to do, plans to
world for new life, the birth of Christ, the rebirth of make, and souls to grow.
the Sun, and the beginning of all things new.
It is too big a task for one person so this year I am
Every year the spiritual disciplines of Advent simply starting within. I am preparing my heart for
waiting, patience, and preparation –remind me that the possibility of peace on Earth. I am expecting the
nothing good comes quickly or easily. They help me unexpected. It is not easy, but it is the lesson of
live in the moment and get through tough times, as Advent.
dark and scary as they might be. This year is no
In peace,
exception. We all know that political chaos and
Rev. Rebecca
polarization are tearing at the fabric of our country

Join us for a month on the topic of Peace!
DECEMBER 3
10am Adult Forum: Congregational Meeting Q&A
The board will host a Q&A forum about the Congregational Meeting vote items. We invite everyone to
come ask questions, talk with the leadership, and learn about the decisions we'll be making at our meeting.
Join us!
11am Service: Peace in the Heart
In our rapidly changing, anxiety-producing world, how can we stay calm and peaceful? How can we
cultivate love, understanding, and peace in our world? Perhaps we have to begin within our very own
hearts. Service by Rev. Rebecca Hinds and music by Jonny Lipford.
12:30pm Potluck Lunch and Annual Congregational Meeting (Andre Room)

DECEMBER 10
10am Adult Forum: All About Endowed Giving!
With endowed giving you can live forever (at least financially)! Come learn all about Peoples Church’s
endowment funds, how they work, how to contribute to them, and how the tax benefits of giving can work
to your advantage. Led by the Finance Committee.
11am Service: Walking For Peace
In a world filled with violence and war, we are called to action. We are called to get out there and make the
world a better place. Sometimes we must take to the streets and march or walk for peace. What does
walking for peace teach us about the world we want to live in? And what does it require of us? Service by
Rev. Rebecca Hinds, music by Scott Mansfield.

DECEMBER 17
11am Service: A Winter Speech Choir
There are so many Holidays to celebrate this time of year: Yule, Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, Epiphany,
and more! What do they all mean and what do they have in common? To find out we will turn to our
children and youth as they present the Religious Education Annual Holiday Play. Service by Rev. Rebecca
Hinds, David Wise, Acting DRE, and our children and youth, music by Peoples Choir.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP CONTINUED...
DECEMBER 24
11am Service: Yule and Winter Solstice Service
The longest, darkest night of the year will be Dec. 21. The
following morning, the sun will be reborn and the light will
return. Rev Rebecca Hinds will lead this simple, reflective
service on the turning of the year and the returning of the light.
6pm Service: Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Into a cruel, dark world an innocent baby was born in a manger:
the one called the Prince of Peace. Let’s recall and celebrate the
life and message of Jesus Christ: Peace to all the Earth! Rev.
Rebecca Hinds will lead this service of Christmas Lessons,
Carols, and our 2nd Annual Instant Christmas Pageant (with
costumes!)
7pm Service: Christmas Cookie Party!
Enjoy a cup of cocoa and some
delicious, homemade Christmas
Cookies with Peoples People after the
service. Sign up in the hallway outside
the Ely Room to bring two-dozen of
your favorite cookies to share!

DECEMBER 31
11am Service: Wrapping Up
On this last day of the year, we wrap up 2017. But we can also use December 31st as an opportunity to
think about how we’ll create a 2018 that also deserves to be wrapped up – like a wonderful gift we create
and give to ourselves. Come for an informal sharing of past celebrations, challenges, and sillinesses, as
well as an exploration of what you’d love to be celebrating in one year’s time as 2018 comes to an end.

My wife’s favorite Christmas movie is It’s a Wonderful Life! Over the years, I have also come to
enjoy the movie. The premise is very simple. The film stars James Stewart as George Bailey, a
man who has given up his dreams in order to help others and whose imminent suicide on
Christmas Eve brings about the intervention of his guardian angel, Clarence Odbody. Clarence
shows George all the lives he has touched and how different life in his community of Bedford
Falls would be had he never been born.
How many lives do we touch without really knowing the impact? How many people have been
influenced by something you have said or done, either positively or negatively? How many of
you were touched by something a religious education or Sunday school teacher did when you
were growing up?
What is something that you can do now to impact the lives of the children in re here at Peoples?
Religious education is not just the responsibility of the teachers, RE director, pastor and
parents. It is the responsibility of the entire congregation!
Do you have an ability to teach? If not on a weekly basis, maybe you have a talent or skill that
could be taught to the young people in the church!
Do you do crafts/woodworking? Perhaps there is a craft project that could tie into one of the
weekly lessons that you could help with!
Do you enjoy reading or telling a story to groups? Perhaps a teacher has something that would
work with one of the lessons you could share!
Do you think you have no skills but have a few dollars? We provide snacks each Sunday for the
children who come to RE. The teachers feel this is important for the classes. Perhaps you can
help buy those snacks so money budgeted to RE can be used for supplies.
How can you touch someone’s life in a positive way? Can you leave an impression that may not
be known for years? Can you help?

David,

Acting Director of Religious Education

RE EVENTS


RE students will be sharing a reader’s theatre style performance on Dec 17 in the 11am service. The
performance will include a small play and music.



We have decided to not participate in the Fire and Ice/Holiday Delight Parade in downtown Cedar Rapids
this year. Perhaps there will be enough interest to consider the idea again next year.



Beginning in January, we will start Movies and Game Nights for the whole congregation! More details to
come!

Sanctuary Lights

The church has been decorated with the hanging of the greens and the sanctuary looks so festive! And now everyone can experience it in full lighting!
The stage is now so full of light as all of the canned lights have been replaced.
Energy efficient LED bulbs have been replaced in the spotlights and additional bulbs have been added to each of the hanging pendulant lights. Please
come and experience and enjoy the sanctuary in full light!

Forms Hanging Files

If you are looking for forms for reimbursement, good neighbors, supply,
maintenance, etc. they are now all located right outside the church office in
the newly hung files. As a reminder, if you fill out any of these forms, please
put the completed forms in the office coordinator mailbox. If you would like
to add forms for your group or committee, please send them to the office@peoplesuu.org to be printed and added to the hanging files.

Projects

There are a few large projects getting off the ground here at Peoples Church.
If you are not already involved and would like to be, below are the projects
and the points of contacts you can reach out to to get involved.


Windows Project Planning—Jim Federer



Sanctuary design—Aesthetics & Design Committee—Jo Wasta



Electrical and Solar Updates—Rich Patterson

Cathy’s Column

Facilities Updates

STAFF
Rev. Rebecca Hinds
Developmental
Minister
(319) 362-9827(w)
(319) 200-7650 (h)
Tuesday – Thursday:
by appointment
David Wise
Acting Director of
Religious Education

Decision Point: Mission Renewal

(319) 362-9827
by appointment

Last December, I wrote for the Voice:

From the President, December 2017

At the [Developmental Ministry] Startup Event, we learned one thing
immediately: our church needs to renew our mission. We need to identify
our faith community’s job in the world. That work will take some time and
sharing on everyone’s part.

Cathy Fischer
Operations
Coordinator
(319) 362-9827
Office Hours
Tuesday 8:30-3:30
Wednesday 8:30-2:30
Thursday 8:30-3:30
Childcare Providers
Rachael Nading
Jana Anderson
Custodians
Jerry Morris
& Bob Osborne

This December, we will vote on a mission at our meeting on the 3rd. In case you
haven’t read it yet, here is the draft again:
“Leading compassionate lives through spiritual growth and just action.”
As the vote approaches, I want to make sure we all understand that we will not be
editing this draft at the meeting. The vote will be simply yes, or no:
Yes, this is the new mission of Peoples Church, or
No, we don’t think this is the right mission for our church right now.
As you consider your vote, I invite you to ask yourself:


BOARD OF
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President
Robyn MiesslerKubanek
(319) 594-3458
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Gary McGraw
(319) 373-9449
Board of Trustee
Members
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Scott Mansfield
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Can I see the values of Peoples Church in this mission?
Community, Compassion, Learning, Justice, Welcoming, Spirituality, Love,
Leadership
Do I feel this mission speaks to who we are as a faith community?
Can I imagine how we as a faith community could work toward this mission
through our programs and social action?
Is this a mission I can support and help our church work to fulfill?

With these questions (and answers) in mind, I look forward to moving forward with
this important vote – a vote that will help us to move ahead with our church’s
ministry. Together.

DECEMBER BOARD MEETING
Ely Room, Wednesday, December 20 @ 6:15 PM
The Board of Trustees meets every month to conduct the business of the church.
Peoples people are always welcome to observe and learn about the topics at hand.

NOVEMBER 15, 2017






We discussed our common read, Leading



The Window and Aesthetics Teams presented a

Change in the Congregation, and shared the

joint design proposal and answered questions.

points of Chapter 2 that resonated most for

We approved the proposal, which will also go to

each of us. We will read Chapter 3 for our next

the congregation for approval at the December

meeting.

3 meeting.

Treasurer Gary McGraw reported a small



We discussed logistics for the upcoming

surplus in October and overall positive balance

congregational meeting and assigned tasks. We

for the year. He projects we will end the year

will host an informational forum prior to the

with a positive balance in large part due to the

service on December 3 to answer questions

DRE vacancy during the summer.

about agenda items.

We reviewed and approved the proposed



We approved the request submitted by Van

budget provided by the Finance Council. The

Vechten Guild to name our kitchen the Lillian

budget will now go to the congregation for

McGraw Memorial Kitchen.

approval at the December 3 meeting.


The Finance Council will hold an informational
forum about the new endowments on
December 10.

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE
Finance Committee met on 11/14/17 to review financial
reports and discuss recommendations for 2018 Budget.
Peoples Church cash flow was positive for October:
• Income $15,612
• Expenses $14,591

BOARD MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT
WWW.PEOPLESUU.ORG OR PRINTED AND KEPT IN THE ELY ROOM.

ANNUAL
MEETING
December 3, 2017 ~ 12:30pm
Andre Room ~ Potluck

SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS
“Because you were born white you have advantages that are
systematically, culturally, and psychologically present. These are
advantages that have been built up and cemented for hundreds of
years.
White supremacy is not racism. White supremacy is the result of
racism. White people participate in white supremacy everyday, often
unknowingly. It has noting to do with willful malice.”
The above excerpts are taken from The Root.
The Social Justice Council invites you to review our proposal for study,
discussion, examination, and action in 2018, which was contained in
your mailing for the 12/3 Congregational Meeting. The SJC encourages
you to consider voting for this proposed all church effort to raise our
individual and collective consciousness for racial justice work.

Windows Project Planning
& Aesthetics & Décor Teams
At the December 3rd Congregational Meeting, Peoples Church
members will be able to approve a design for installing and
displaying our rose and star windows in the sanctuary. Look for an
informational display outside the sanctuary this week and until the
congregational meeting!

Presented by the joint Windows Project Planning and Aesthetics & Decor Teams.

First
Three
Thursdays in November

— Here’s What's —

CUUPS Full Moon Ritual
Sunday, December 3, 4:30-6:00pm Ely Room

Join the Cedar Rapids Peoples Pagans Covenant of
Unitarian Universalist Pagans (CUUPS) as we
celebrate the Long Nights Moon. This is a time to
evaluate our lives and put the darkness behind us.
Van Vechten Guild
Monday, December 11, 12pm, Andre Room

We will be having our traditional cookie walk. Bring
approximately 3 dozen cookies to exchange with
other members. Also if you have any holiday
thoughts or memories bring them too! BYO lunch.
Drinks will be provided. All are welcome to attend
and share in the fun!
CUUPS Yule Potluck and Celebration
Friday, December 15, 5-10pm, Ely Room

Join us as we eat, exchange gifts, and celebrate the
longest night of the year! Meet in the Ely Room at
5:00 p.m. to socialize and get caught up on what
everyone has been up to this year. At 6:00 p.m. we
will have dinner together. Potluck foods to bring
should be:





Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn (Earth) - main dish
Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius (Air)- side dish
Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius (Fire) - dessert
Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces (Water) - drink

At 7:00 p.m. we will have a white elephant gift
exchange. Gifts should be valued at no more than
$10 and should be wrapped. At 9:00 p.m. we will
have a formal ritual to celebrate the rebirth of the
sun and the return of the daylight. All are welcome
to come and participate.
CUUPS Yule Spiral Dance and Breakfast
Saturday December 16, 6-8:00am, Andre Room

Join us as we return to the church to have a spiral
dance at 6:00 a.m. in the parking lot of the church
and wake up the sun. After sunrise, we will warm up
in the Andre Room for breakfast. Bring juice, eggs,
muffins, or any other breakfast food to share.

Solstice Labyrinth Walk
Thursday, December 21, 4-6pm
1080 30th St. Dr. SE

As the wheel of the year turns
and we reflect, join the
Pattersons for a Solstice
Labyrinth Walk, gently
ushering out 2017 and
peacefully welcoming 2018 .
There will be some flashlights
available, or bring your own.
A Love Offering of a nonperishable item (food, paper
products, hygiene) or cash donation all going to the Linn
Area Food Bank, will be accepted.
We will have hot cider and finger labyrinths on the
porch and trek poles for those using the dual-entry
Phoenix Harmony
Labyrinth.
We are located one
mile east of First
Ave at 29th St.
Drive SE and one
mile west of East
Post Rd SE at 30th
St Drive SE. Look
for a private hedge,
green mailbox with our number on it. Pull in by the
mailbox (west side of horseshoe drive) and all the way
around. If possible (no or little snow on the ground)
park with driver tires on grass so others can pull past as
needed.
New Year’s Eve Party
Sunday December 31, 9—1:00am , Andre Room

Peoples church is having a family-friendly New Year's
Eve party starting at 9:00 p.m. Bring your own beverage
and a snack to share. We will have board games, card
games, and family movies. At midnight we will ring in
the new year. Come out and celebrate with family and
friends.

Date

Time

Event

9:30am – 10:30am

OWL K-1

10:00am – 11:00am

Congregational Meeting Q&A Forum

11:00am – 12:00pm

Worship

11:00am – 12:00pm

Religious Education

12:30pm – 2:00pm

Annual Meeting

4:30pm – 6:00pm

Tue Dec 5

1:00pm – 2:00pm

Wed Dec 6

CUUPS Full Moon
Paraminister Meeting

6:00pm – 7:00pm

Membership Committee Meeting

6:30pm – 7:30pm

OWL 2-3

7:00pm – 8:00pm

Choir Practice

10:00am – 11:00am

Endowed Giving Forum

11:00am – 12:00pm

Worship - RE Winter Play

Sun Dec 10

11:00am – 12:00pm

Mon Dec 11

12:00pm – 2:00pm

Tue Dec 12—Wed Dec 20 All day

Religious Education
Van Vechten Guild Meeting
Hanukkah
LGBTQ Support Group

Tue Dec 12

7:00pm – 8:30pm

Wed Dec 13

7:00pm – 8:00pm

Choir Practice

Thu Dec 14

7:00pm – 8:00pm

Finance Committee Meeting

Fri Dec 15

5:00pm-10:00pm

Sat Dec 16

6:00am - 8:00am

CUUPS Yule Spiral Dance and Breakfast

10:00am – 11:00am

Choir Practice

11:00am – 12:00pm

Worship

11:00am – 12:00pm

Religious Education

6:15pm – 8:15pm

Board Meeting

Wed Dec 20

7:00pm – 8:00pm

Choir Practice

Thu Dec 21

4:00pm—6:00pm

Sun Dec 17

NEW

Solstice Labyrinth Walk

11:00am – 12:00pm

Worship - Multigenerational

11:00am – 12:00pm

Religious Education

Sun Dec 24

6:00pm – 7:00pm

Mon Dec 25

All day
11:00am – 12:00pm
11:00am – 12:00pm

Sun Dec 31

CUUPS Yule Potluck and Celebration

9:00pm - 1:00am

Worship - Christmas Eve Candle Light Service
Christmas
Worship
Religious Education

New Year's Eve Party

December

Sun Dec 3

OUR CARING COMMUNITY
Good Neighbors
Kris Davis ~ 294-5010 ~ daviskris49@gmail.com
Paraministers
November 27—December 10
Scott Mansfield ~ 362-0436
December 11—December 24
Jan Federer ~ 213-6205
December 25—January 7
Dorothy Hershner ~ 393-6617

Peoples Church
Unitarian Universalist
4980 Gordon Ave. NW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
Phone: 319-362-9827
E-mail: office@peoplesuu.org
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