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What’s an Installation? 

A UU ministerial installation is a formal 

way to honor the covenant between a 

called minister and the congregation. It 

is a worship service that celebrates the 

joy both parties feel in having found each 

other and an invitation to individual and 

communal transformation.  

Our upcoming installation will include a 

service with invited clergy and congre-

gants, followed by a reception. All Peo-

ples members and friends are invited to 

attend. Look for more information as the 

date draws closer, including ways you 

can participate.  

In the meantime, save the date:  

Saturday, April 27, 2024 

2:00 p.m. @ Peoples Church 

Questions?  Ask Laura McGraw, Installa-

tion 2024 Team Chair. 

The Article II Study Commission has proposed that we 
Unitarian Universalists articulate our shared faith as 
seven Shared UU Values (see image below).  Addition-
ally, they also proposed an update to our bylaw’s 
“Inspirations” – which is where this month’s theme is 
drawn from. 

For December, the theme is The Gift of Mystery.  Part 
of the draft text for the Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion’s proposed bylaw change reads as follows:  

Section C-2.3. Inspirations   

Direct experiences of transcending mystery 
and wonder are primary sources of Unitarian 
Universalist inspiration. These experiences 
open our hearts, renew our spirits, and 
transform our lives. We draw upon, and are 
inspired by, sacred, secular, and scientific 
understandings that help us make meaning 
and live into our values. These sources 
ground us and sustain us in ordinary, diffi-
cult, and joyous times. We respect the histo-
ries, contexts, and cultures in which these 
sources were created and are currently prac-
ticed. Grateful for the experiences that move 
us, aware of the religious ancestries we in-
herit, and enlivened by the diversity which 
enriches our faith, we are called to ever deep-
en and expand our wisdom.   

When I meditate on my direct experiences of mystery 
and wonder, I feel a mixture of awe, gratitude, and con-
fusion. It can be scary to admit that I don’t know the 
answers; it’s difficult for me to relax into the not-
knowing. When I am able to finally embrace mystery 
and wonder as part of my spiritual life, I am more likely 
to lean into trusting that the wider universe of beloveds 
will be with me on the journey into the unknown . 

Feel free to read for yourself and reflect on the Final 
Proposed Revision to Article II which was completed by 
the Article II Study Commission in October 2023.  I’d 
love to hear where your minds and hearts wander when 
you consider the transcending mystery and wonder in 
your lives.  

In Growing Faith,  

Rev. Carin 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister’s Musings 
“In a real sense all life is inter-related. All 
[people] are caught in an inescapable net-
work of mutuality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects 
all indirectly. I can never be what I ought to 
be until you are what you ought to be, and 
you can never be what you ought to be until I 
am what I ought to be...This is the inter-
related structure of reality.” ― Martin Luther 
King Jr., Letter from Birmingham Jail (1963) 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision of an 
inescapable network of mutuality stands in 
stark contrast to the isolationism and author-
itarianism found in politics these days.  How 
do we resist the false claims that we are safer 
when we’re independent?  How do we lean 
into the interdependent web of all existence 
which holds us all?  Given the very real cli-
mate crisis, how do we act together to benefit 
all? 

Our Unitarian Universalist values can help 
guide us as we explore such questions.  This 
month’s theme is the “Gift of Interdepend-
ence.”  The Article II Study Commission pro-
poses that we Unitarian Universalists envi-
sion Interdependence as one of the seven 
Shared UU Values.  Here’s what is said about 
this value:  

Interdependence 

We honor the interdependent web of all exist-

ence. With reverence for the great web of life and 

with humility, we acknowledge our place in it. 

We covenant to protect Earth and all 
beings from exploitation. We will cre-
ate and nurture sustainable relation-
ships of care and respect, mutuality 
and justice. We will work to repair 
harm and damaged relationships. 

Interdependence is an apt theme this 
month when we are celebrating our 
Installation and making our shared 
ministry official.  May Peoples Church 
– which itself is an inescapable net-
work of mutuality – encourage us all 
to be what we ought to be! 

Grounding in Love,  

Rev. Carin 

https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/article-ii-study-commission/final-proposed-revision-article-ii
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/themes.html
https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/article-ii-study-commission/final-proposed-revision-article-ii
https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/article-ii-study-commission/final-proposed-revision-article-ii
https://peoplesuu.org/installation/
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Sunday Worship 
Sunday, April 7, 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. 

“Original Goodness - The Cynic’s Worst Nightmare” Bryan Davis, PCUU member 

Headlines scream of injustice and atrocity every day and we are advised to avoid the news 
for our own mental health. Is human nature really selfishness and violence lurking beneath 
a thin veneer of civilization? Are we truly creatures of original sin? Hmmmm… Let’s take a 
closer look. Today’s First Sunday Plate Collection will go to the LGBTQ+ Youth Center, run 
by Tanager https://tanagerplace.org/prevention/lgbtq-center/ 
 

 
Sunday, April 14, 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. 

“Belonging to the Web of Life” Rev. Carin Bringelson, minister 

The interdependent web of all existence is simultaneously profound in its grandeur and 
overwhelming in its scope.  We will explore what it means to belong to such a web, and 
consider what is asked of us in such times.   
 

 
Sunday, April 21, 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. 

“Letters for Mother Earth” Rev. Carin Bringelson, minister 

On this Sunday before Earth Day, we’ll hear from a variety of voices sharing how their rela-
tionship with the earth impacts the way they strive to live their lives. During worship we will 
welcome new members. After worship, we will plant a tree on Gordon Avenue in memory of 
former PCUU Board President Mike Meshak and in honor of our upcoming installation of 
Rev. Carin. 

 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2023 @ 2:00 p.m.  

“Grounding in this Day, in This Place” Rev. Jullan Stoneberg, guest preacher 

This afternoon’s installation worship service will honor the covenant of shared ministry 
between Peoples Church and Rev. Carin Bringelson, celebrating the joy that both feel in 
having found each other. All are invited to join in this time of individual and communal 
transformation. Rev. Jullan Stoneberg (she/her) currently serves as interim minister to 
UU Church West, just outside of Milwaukee, WI. 

 
 

Sunday, April 28, 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. 

“Interdependently Yours” Rev. Wendy Williams, guest preacher 

A beloved colleague signs most of his church correspondence with those two words with 
a comma followed by his name. What does that mean? How might that be just the guid-
ance we need to help us embody the gift of interdependence?  After worship, we will 
hold a ribbon cutting ceremony on Gordon Avenue for the Banned Books Little Free Li-
brary. 

Rev. Wendy Williams (she/her) currently serves as the Senior Minister of Jefferson 
Unitarian Church in Golden, CO. Her ministry is devoted to nurturing religious community. 
 

Please join us for coffee and treats  

in the lower level after worship.  

Photo by Markus Spiske   
on Unsplash 

Photo by Daniel Corneschi on Unsplash  

 

https://tanagerplace.org/prevention/lgbtq-center/
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The Board of Trustees and Minister Working Together 

(part 2 of 2) 
 

After the Board of Trustees and Rev. Carin jointly clarified their shared ministry priori-

ties (as outlined in the March 2024 Voice), they affirmed a joint covenant between 

them.  It reads as follows:  

 

As we work to implement the PCUU mission – Leading compassionate lives through 

spiritual growth and just action. – we do covenant with one another to the following: 

 

1. We value shared ministry and power sharing, so we covenant to invite all mem-

bers to engage in the work of the congregation and the ongoing gift of co-creating 

Beloved Community. 

2. We value lifelong learning, so we covenant to take risks, learn from our experi-

ences, and practice appreciating everyone’s efforts and work. 

3. We value transparency, so we covenant to communicate directly and with com-

passion.  Only when appropriate will we hold sensitive information in confidence. 

4. We value a diversity of perspectives, so we covenant to approach one another 

with openness and curiosity, finding ways to increase understanding and deepen 

connections. 

5. We value humility and honesty, so we cove-

nant to repair any harm we have caused when 

the impact of our communications and actions 

are hurtful. 

6. We value callings (“sacred yeses”), so we cove-

nant to express and maintain clear personal 

and professional boundaries while also re-

specting the boundaries of others.  

7. We value sustainability, so we covenant to cre-

ate realistic plans based on the resources avail-

able. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10bym5sfPQZwpMkipA8UgACrgwN_KiEKQTDUnKOFHiYg/edit?usp=sharing
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An installation occurs when a congregation (in this case, Peoples Church Unitarian 
Universalist) acts to formally enter into shared ministry with their professional 
minister (in this case, Rev. Carin Bringelson). 
 

All are invited to our installation on  

Saturday, April 27, 2024 

2:00 p.m. @ Peoples Church 
 

Want to help? 

• Come to the Spring Cleaning on Saturday, April 13, 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 
p.m. We’ll be sprucing up the building and grounds with congregants from the 
Voice of Christ congregation (who rent the building on Sunday afternoons). 

• Sing in the choir. Rehearsals are Monday evenings. Contact pcuu-
choir@gmail.com  

• Help prepare for or clean after the big celebration. Contact Installation 2024 
Team Chair Laura McGraw at lauramcgraw57@gmail.com 

• Donate to the “Grounding In Love” Installation Fund at: https://
peoplesuu.org/donate/  

• Learn the hymn (with actions!) that we’ll be singing together, “My Roots Grow 
Down”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1VZ9_DxZhk  

• Learn more at: https://peoplesuu.org/installation/ 

mailto:pcuuchoir@gmail.com
mailto:pcuuchoir@gmail.com
mailto:lauramcgraw57@gmail.com
https://peoplesuu.org/donate/
https://peoplesuu.org/donate/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1VZ9_DxZhk
https://peoplesuu.org/installation/
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FAITH FORMATION 
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Follow this link to our home page where you 
can join a live stream of our  

11am Sunday Worship service . 

https://peoplesuu.org/
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Pictured are several of the youth who 

decorated the Little Free Banned 

Books Library.  

Peoples Church 

 
Little Free Banned Books Library 

Everyone is invited to attend the 

grand opening of the Peoples Little 

Free Banned Books Library that 

will take place Sunday April 28   

after worship.  Located in the 

church yard near the Gordon Ave-

nue entrance, the library will reach 

out to the community by making 

books available supporting the val-

ues of diversity, equity, and inclu-

sion, particularly for children and 

youth.   

236 237 

 

Rev. Carin learned recently that the 

Rev. Frederick Turner Koyle died on 

Friday, March 15, 2024, at the age of 

79. Rev. Rick had been the minister of 

Peoples Church 20 years ago, from 

2004-2006. A graveside service was 

held Monday, March 25, 2024 in St 

Paul, MN.  In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions may be made to the charity of 

one’s own choosing.  Notes of condo-

lences can be written here: https://

www.muellermemorial.com/

obituaries/frederick-koyle.  If you 

want to talk with Rev. Carin about the 

feelings that come up for you around 

his death, please contact her by phone 

or email: minister@peoplesuu.org  

https://www.muellermemorial.com/obituaries/frederick-koyle
https://www.muellermemorial.com/obituaries/frederick-koyle
https://www.muellermemorial.com/obituaries/frederick-koyle
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SOCIAL JUSTICE  

Our First Sunday Plate Collection is to 
  

The LGBTQ+ Youth Center of Tanager Place  
 

Our 2nd quarter First Sunday Plate Collection will be donated 

to The LGBTQ+ Youth Center of Tanager Place.  The Center 

provides a safe and confidential environment for LGBTQ+ 

youth, families, and allies.  Programs include support groups, 

special art offerings, mentoring, Pride Cafe, health initiative 

classes, parent workshops, financial literacy, tutoring and ca-

reer exploration.   

In 2024 our congregation's social justice actions will be in the areas of LGBTQ+, Native 

American, and reproductive rights.   In addition, we will be further supporting the Linn 

County Immigration & Refugee Association by collecting and donating items greatly need-

ed by new members of our community who are arriving from other countries.  Items need-

ed are clothing, especially for the winter and household goods such as pots & pans, bed 

sheets, towels, etc.  Please keep this in mind as you do your winter and spring clean-

ing.  Items can be brought to the church where they will be picked up by a member of the 

Social Justice team.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Inter-religious Council of Linn County (IRCLC) is seeking a Unitarian 

Universalist to serve on their Board.  The IRCLC meets the first Thursday 

of the month at 7:00 p.m.  If you have an interest in or experience with in-

ter-religious initiatives and want to promote a caring community in which 

honesty, respect, and responsibility are celebrated, please contact Rev. 

Carin (minister@peoplesuu.org) to indicate your interest in serving on the 

IRCLC Board.  

https://tanagerplace.org/prevention/lgbtq-center/
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The  Lea  Morris 
Connection 

 

Life Will Find a Way 

https://youtu.be/5Q7PMQbr6A4?si=0H_g-yU-ZOHTSbNp 

https://youtu.be/5Q7PMQbr6A4?si=0H_g-yU-ZOHTSbNp
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UPLIFT monthly gatherings for trans, nonbinary, and 
 

other not-entirely-or-at-all-cis UUs and friends of UUism 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join us to connect with other trans/nonbinary+ UUs and co-create support and commu-
nity across our faith. All you need to bring is yourself (and other trans/nonbinary 
friends, if you’d like)! Non-UUs are welcome if they are OK with being in a UU-focused 
community that won't proselytize. If you are interested in this space, and you aren’t 
(entirely or at all) cisgender, it is a space for you. 
 

What do we do? Gatherings are a cozy community space where we connect with each 
other with games and breakout groups, share ideas and stories on all kinds of topics, lis-
ten to music and poetry (often by trans/nonbinary+ creators), and much more! 
 

This is a drop-in space, where folks can come and go as works best for them, and where 
people can join us at any time. You can be a regular or someone new, someone who's 
been curious for a while but hasn't yet checked us out, somebody who is rejoining after 
time away, and all other ways of relating to this space! You are welcome here, and you 
are loved. 

UPLIFT monthly gatherings for trans, nonbinary, and 
 

other not-entirely-or-at-all-cis UUs and friends of UUism 

To attend a gathering, REGISTER TODAY 

Registration Closes April 12!  

https://uua.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25d203369701e9f17332c7e4f&id=bf516243fe&e=81d61e517c
https://uua.wufoo.com/forms/q15hy8g61be3aym/
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You are invited to join us in a Prayer Walk for Peace on the grounds of Prai-
riewoods Franciscan Spirituality Center. The world is aching for peace: peace 
in our world, our community, our relationships and ourselves. Join us on a 
Prayer Walk for Peace on the National Day of Prayer, Thursday, 
May 2. (Choose from a sunrise walk from 6:15–7 a.m., a midday walk from 
12:15–1 p.m. or an after-work walk from 5:15–6 p.m.)  
 

Please wear tennis shoes or other appropriate footwear. 
Everyone is welcome, and registration is not necessary.  
 

Please help spread the word to others who might be inter-
ested! Feel free to add this information to your church bul-
letin, forward this email to friends or share the Facebook 
event. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J796s9wBqjAbw_eyTrr9eba9K_GKxFSuZDRwRsWNLNftQsixPMQgH8VjG7ahve-DwXFJ-J6lFxIdTXOL8grNd2_gtqI8V10wZIXbuPiWr-vUbAvExoreOZ4vD-V_INsHYxIZM1zlo5CazRbvIukDRQjZnVCvsdXIusXcVX57UhUqvcS8dTM9Qg==&c=BiSe_RgNMV5XdBzwNEeCUN2PGESlYh_vikcL3yaC
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001J796s9wBqjAbw_eyTrr9eba9K_GKxFSuZDRwRsWNLNftQsixPMQgH8VjG7ahve-DwXFJ-J6lFxIdTXOL8grNd2_gtqI8V10wZIXbuPiWr-vUbAvExoreOZ4vD-V_INsHYxIZM1zlo5CazRbvIukDRQjZnVCvsdXIusXcVX57UhUqvcS8dTM9Qg==&c=BiSe_RgNMV5XdBzwNEeCUN2PGESlYh_vikcL3yaC
https://www.uua.org/ga/registration
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Please keep checking these links to see where your en-

gagement opportunity awaits!  

Engagement Opportunities  

Sign up here to be a greeter before Sun-
day worship!  

 

Sign up here to help set up coffee hour 

before Sunday worship!  

Sign up here to bring snacks for a Sunday 

coffee hour after worship.  

Sign up here to bring flowers for a Sunday 

worship service.  

 

Sign up here to be a greeter before Sunday 
worship!  

https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=1ffa4395be&e=c22be2fb08
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=1ffa4395be&e=c22be2fb08
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=1a3084ec77&e=c22be2fb08
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=1a3084ec77&e=c22be2fb08
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=8d8ef36372&e=c22be2fb08
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=8d8ef36372&e=c22be2fb08
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B44ABA72FA0FD0-44646259-sunday#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B44ABA72FA0FD0-44646259-sunday#/
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=1ffa4395be&e=c22be2fb08
https://peoplesuu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20176d43bbde62c6d0e95f3d1&id=1ffa4395be&e=c22be2fb08
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3 Wednesday 

10 — 11:15am Priorities for PCUU Ely room—Last listening session 

7 Sunday 

9:45 – 10:45am Faith Formation Classes 

11am – 12pm Worship 

12:30 — 2:00pm Exploring Membership in Cherry Room 

Youth Co-op Prairie Woods Service Project 

8 Monday 

12 – 1pm Van Vechten Guild Speaker & Brown Bag Lunch 

 6 – 7:30pm Choir Practice 

9 Tuesday 

10 – 11am Archives Committee 

11 Thursday 

2:30 — 3:30pm Stewardship Meeting 

13 Saturday 

3 — 5pm PCUU Spring Cleaning Day with Voices of Christ  

14 Sunday 

9:45 – 10:45am Faith Formation Classes 

11am – 12pm Worship 

15 Monday  

 6 – 7:30pm Choir Practice 

17 Wednesday 

1 — 2pm Social Justice 

7pm Board Meeting 

19  Friday 

 Midwest Regional Assembly (Day 1) 

20 Saturday 

 Midwest Regional Assembly (Day 2) 

May Voice Submissions Due 

21 Sunday 

9:45 – 10:45am Faith Formation Classes 

10am Choir Practice 

10:00 New Members Meet  in Ely Room 

11am – 12pm Worship 

12pm Tentative—Tree Planting 

4-6pm Youth Co-op Earth Day St. Paul’s 

27 Saturday 

2pm Rev. Carin Bringelson’s Installation! 

28 Sunday 

9:45 – 10:45am Faith Formation Classes 

11am – 12pm Worship 

12pm Ribbon Cutting for Little Free Banned Books Library  

April Events 



16 

 

QUESTIONS,  

COMMENTS,  

SUGGESTIONS: 

office@peoplesuu.org or   

(319) 362-9827 

OUR STAFF 

Rev. Carin Bringelson 
Minister 

(319) 362-9827 
Please email Rev. Carin to 
schedule an appointment 

 

Christine Kullander 
Congregational 
Administrator 

(319) 362-9827 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday 8:30-2:30 

Wednesday 8:30-2:30 
Thursday 8:30-2:30 
Friday 8:30-10:30 

 

Jackie Wedeking 
Digital Media Specialist  

 

Matthew Wilde  
Internet Outreach Technician 

 

Judy Mitschelen  
Pianist 

 

Walter Robidoux 
Custodian 

 

Jordan Wylie 
Childcare Provider 

PEOPLES CHURCH 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

LEADING COMPASSIONATE LIVES 
THROUGH SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

AND JUST ACTION.  

Good Neighbors April 2024       
 

 

Kris Davis | 361-0280 

daviskris49@gmail.com 

 

O U R BO A RD  

O F  

TRU STEES  
 

Steve Hershner, President 

Kris Davis 

Sue Davis 

Marcy Mattison 

Cate Sheller 

Lu Wilcox 
 

 

Ex Officio 
 
 

Rev. Carin Bringelson 

Gary McGraw, Treasurer 

Paraministers  
   

March 25-April 7 Rosie Rimrodt 

April 8-21 Deborah Booth 

April 22-May 5 Dorothy Hershner 

mailto:minister@peoplesuu.org
mailto:office@peoplesuu.org

